
GeoDATA

2010

Making Location Information 

Accessible  
Service Orientated Architecture (SOA)

Paul Wither - Cadcorp



GeoDATA

2010



GeoDATA

2010

Service Orientated Architecture (SOA)

Å Service Oriented Architecture (SOA) is a paradigm for 

organizing and utilizing distributed capabilities that 

may be under the control of different ownership 

domains.

Å one computer agentôs requirements being met by a 

computer agent belonging to a different owner

Å SOA is a means of organizing solutions that promotes 

reuse, growth and interoperability

Å In general, entities (people and organizations) offer 

capabilities and act as service providers.

Å Those with needs who make use of services are 

referred to as service consumers
oasis-open.org

http://www.oasis-open.org/
http://www.oasis-open.org/
http://www.oasis-open.org/
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"SOA is the underlying structure 

supporting communications between 

services." (www.techtarget.com)
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OK...using what?



GeoDATA

2010

Web Services

The W3C defines a "web service" as "a software system designed to support 

interoperable machine-to-machine interaction over a network. It has an 

interface described in a machine-processable format (specifically Web 

Services Description Language WSDL). Other systems interact with the web 

service in a manner prescribed by its description using SOAP messages, 

typically conveyed using HTTP with an XML serialization in conjunction with 

other web-related standards.ñ

Wikipedia
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Or more simply...

Å Provide specific functional capability, available on 

request

Å Work as part of an overall solution to manage and 

provide responses to requests

Å Reliance on standards for communication and 

establishment of web services

Å Can be public (standard) or internal (custom)
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SOA Simplified

Request ï(ask) expected input

Respond ï(tell) expected response
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SOA Really Simplified
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Why?
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But really because....

PEOPLE DEMAND INFORMATION.....NOW!
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Data, damned data and GIS data

http://www.defra.gov.uk/

